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Engineering ethics

▪ Engineering ethics is the field of applied ethics and system of moral principles
that apply to the practice of engineering. The field examines and sets the
obligations by engineers to society, to their clients, and to the profession. As a
scholarly discipline, it is closely related to subjects such as the philosophy of
science, the philosophy of engineering, and the ethics of technology.

Codes of engineering ethics identify a specific precedence with respect to the engineer's

consideration for the public, clients, employers, and the profession.

▪ Many engineering professional societies have prepared codes of ethics. Some go back to

the early decades of the twentieth century.[9] These have been incorporated to a greater

or lesser degree into the regulatory laws of several jurisdictions. While these statements

of general principles served as a guide, engineers still require sound judgment to interpret

of how the code would apply to specific circumstances.
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▪ The general principals of the codes of ethics are largely similar across the 

various engineering societies and chartering authorities of the world,which

further extend the code and publishes specific guidance. The following is an 

example from the American Society of Civil Engineers:

▪ Engineers shall hold paramount the safety, health and welfare of the public and shall strive 
to comply with the principles of sustainable development in the performance of their 
professional duties.

▪ Engineers shall perform services only in areas of their competence.

▪ Engineers shall issue public statements only in an objective and truthful manner.

▪ Engineers shall act in professional matters for each employer or client as faithful agents or 
trustees, and shall avoid conflicts of interest.

▪ Engineers shall build their professional reputation on the merit of their services and shall 
not compete unfairly with others.

▪ Engineers shall act in such a manner as to uphold and enhance the honor, integrity, and 
dignity of the engineering profession and shall act with zero-tolerance for bribery, fraud, 
and corruption.

▪ Engineers shall continue their professional development throughout their careers, and 
shall provide opportunities for the professional development of those engineers under 
their supervision
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Responsibility of engineers

▪ The engineer recognizes that the greatest merit is the work, so exercise their profession 
committed to serving society, attending to the welfare and progress of the majority. By 
transforming nature for the benefit of mankind, the engineer must increase their awareness 
of the world is the abode of man and his interest in the universe is a guarantee of 
overcoming their spirit and knowledge of reality to make it fairer and happier. The 
engineer should reject papers that are intended to harm the general interest, in this way 
avoid situations involving hazards or constitute a threat to the environment, life, health 
and other rights of human beings. It is an inescapable duty of the engineer to hold the 
prestige of the profession and ensure its proper discharge; also maintain a professional 
demeanor rooted in the ability, honesty, fortitude, temperance, magnanimity, modesty, 
honesty and justice, with the consciousness of individual well-being subordinate to the 
good social. The engineer must ensure the continuous improvement of their knowledge, 
particularly of their profession, disseminate their knowledge, share experience, provide 
opportunities for education and training of workers, provide recognition, moral and 
material support to the school where he studied, in this way revert to the opportunities the 
company has received. It is the responsibility of the engineer who carried out their work 
efficiently and supports the laws. In particular, ensure compliance with the standards of 
worker protection provided by the law As professionals, engineers are expected to commit 
themselves to high standards of conduct
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